 April 2026 WyCB Board Meeting Minutes: 

· Cheryl Godly called the meeting to order at 6 pm. 
· Roll Call: Present- President Cheryl Godly, Vice President Gary Olsen, Treasurer Tom Smyth, Secretary Sarah Sexton. Directors: Present- Bonnie Harrison, Robin Loen, Debra Thompson, Sherry Leinen, and Linda Woodruff.
· Sarah explained that when she went to transcribe the meeting minutes for February that the recording was not available on the Free Conference Call website. Sarah stated that she reached out to Sherry to ask if she had taken notes during that meeting; Sherry had not. 
· Cheryl then asked Tom if he had taken notes during the Feb. 2026 meeting; after some searching, Tom deciphered that he had  not taken notes. Cheryl then offered to pull from her notes and from the agenda to create a annotated set  of meeting minutes for February.
· March Meeting Minutes: Cheryl noted tat she did not have time to read the meeting minutes for March and asked one of the board members to read them aloud. Robin agreed to do so.
· Sherry noted that it was not  written that the motion carried for the Treasurer
‘s Report; Sarah agreed to clarify that the motion DID carry.
· Cheryl stated that her guide dog was siblings and NOT sisters with Roselle; Sarah agreed to correct the information.    
· Debra made a motion to accept the minutes with the corrections. Robin made a second. The motion carried.
· Treasurer’s Report: Please see Tom’s separately emailed report. 
· Sarah made a motion to accept the treasurer’s Report as read. Debra made a second. The motion carried. 
· Old Business: 
· Sightings Newsletter: Next newsletter will be published in June; Tom has an idea to share one of his personal experiences with a college roommate and how his low-vision journey ended in a tragic fashion.
· Cheryl stated that Abby would still like to submit articles for our newsletter so Charyl asked the board what they thought of that idea. The board unanimously agreed to this idea.
· Scholarships: Sherry stated that there was nothing new to report.
· Cheryl encouraged us all to get the word out about scholarships; Sherry stated that she would post on the WyCB Facebook page as well as her personal Facebook page about the WyCB scholarship. 
· Braille Forum: Cheryl noted that she read through the most recent publishing of the Braille Forum and that her interview was not in it.
· Lions Retreat on Casper Mountain: Bonnie stated tat there is nothing new to report.
· 2026 WyCB Convention: Gary noted that Leslie agreed to let WyCB use the conference room at Pine View Elementary School in Casper. Sarah contacted and scheduled a psychologist from Leaderdog to speak on self-care and advocacy. Debra will be contacting a person at A.I.ra about AI technology. Gary will be contacting ACB Radio to see if someone there could speak with us about what they have to offer. Sherry will be contacting Jenna Rector with WIL for the Zoom option to attend the convention. Gary then shared the convention theme: All About Adaptability. Gary noted that lunch would be pizza and soft drinks. 
· Cheryl asked for a vote on the theme of the convention. Debra made a motion to accept them theme. Linda seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
· Cheryl stated that, in reciprocity to WIL, she is doing an in-service for the WIL staff at no cost. 
· Cheryl stated that Danielle McCan from NFB may be coming to our convention as a guest. She then stated that if they are not able to attend in person, that they will be attending via Zoom. 
· New Business: 
· Presidents’ Hump Day with Cindy Hollis: Cheryl would still like a board member to join those calls if they can. 
· Special Interest Group  Committee: Gary noted that for a special interest group to be posted on the WyCB website, the group must promote independence, they must be blindness related, they cannot promote commercial  products or services, and there can be no conflict of interest or self-promoting.   
·           Cheryl stated that it needs to be clarified that WyCB is not promoting any commercial product or services. Cheryl then asked Gary to send out that list to the board so that we could all review it and vote on it later, since this will become part of our by-laws. 
· Sherry stated that if we add this to our by-laws that it would have to be sent out to the entire WyCB membership. Cheryl then asked if we should make it a guideline. Sherry noted that it could be made into a policy. Debra stated that we should make this set if rules a policy. 
· A discussion of where WyCB policies were stored occurred. Shery stated she wasn’t sure if they were available on our website. 
· Tom reported that the by-laws were available on the webpage but not our policies. 
· Bonnie then stated that she looked up the by-laws that the link did not go anywhere. 
· Tom immediately emailed Annette to correct this oversight. 
· Cheryl pondered if there was a way that only board members could have access to our policies on the website. 
· Bonnie noted that for continuity, it would be wise to have a policy handbook. Gary agreed that having a policy guide would be great for new board members. 
· Sherry stated that she found the notebook she kept with the WyCB policies in it. 
· Cheryl asked Sherry to type that list up and then disperse it to the board. 
· Robin stated that on the officers page on our website that the dates of our terms were incorrect. 
· Cheryl will email Annette about the date issue. 
· Micheal Hingson Update: Cheryl re-wrote the proposal  and submitted it to  the Montgomery Trust Fund. Cheryl stated the she spoke at length with Leslie at VOS about this proposal; Leslie was excited about the idea and suggested that once Micheal was done speaking with WyCB that there could be a book signing reception for the public afterwards. 
· Cheryl noted that there will not be an answer about the Montgomery Trust Fund paying for Micheal’s presentation until July because that is the next time they meet. Gary asked Cheryl if it would be redundant for our convention to have a guest speaker focus on emergency preparedness if Micheal Hingson would also be talking about it. It was agreed upon that the convention speaker would be a local person while Micheal’s presentation would be much more general and not specific to our local climate. 
· Joint Appropriations Committee: Cheryl, Gary, and Sarah will be testifying to this committee to educate them on the services that VOS provides. Cheryl invited board members to testify. There is a Zoom link so that people can join virtually. 
· Cheryl asked the board if they would be willing to pay  for the cost of three rooms in Rawlins.
· Debra made a motion for WyCB to cover the  cost of three rooms in Rawlins for one night.
· Cheryl paused the motion for a discussion on which hotel we would be staying at. Sarah sent out a list of potential hotels and their prices. With Gary’s prompting, Bonnie agreed to go to each hotel’s website to look at the quality of the rooms. 
· Gary suggested that the motion cover up to $500 for lodging. 
· Debra accepted Gary’s amendment to her motion. Tom seconded the motion. The motion carried.
· Our next meeting will be Monday May 1th at 6pm. 
· Cheryl adjourned the meeting at 8:07 pm  
· A discussion was then had about the potential proceedings of this upcoming hearing.     
