May 2026 WyCB Board Meeting Minutes:

· Cheryl Godly called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm. 
· Roll Call:Present-  President Cheryl Godly, Vice President Gary Olsen, Treasurer Tom Smyth, Secretary Sarah Sexton. Directors: Present- Debra Thompson, Bonnie Harrison. Absent- Linda Woodruff, Sherry Leinen, and Robin Loen. 
· April Meeting Minutes: Debra made a motion to accept the minutes. Bonnie seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
· Treasurer’s Report: Please see Tom’s separately emailed report. Debra made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as read. Sarah seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
· Sightings Newsletter: Tom will be writing an article about his low-vision roommate in college. Cheryl would like the attendees of the joint appropriations committee to do small write-ups of their own.
· Lions Retreat: Bonnie clarified that they are wanting the retreat to be a team building effort and that it will include people who are low-vision and those who are fully sighted. Bonnie stated that they would like to have a sing along and games each night. 
· 2026 WyCB Convention: Gary reported Bonnie may have a new speaker for our line-up Bonnie reported that this person’s name was Micheal Wright and he has a business focused on finding solutions for people who are losing their vision. 
· Robin joinwd our meeting at this point. 
· New Business: Cheryl noted that WyCB was not mentioned in the most recent edition of the braille Forum.
· Cheryl spoke about how Danielle McCann from NFB talked with her about advocacy for getting NFB Newsline to the state of Wyoming. Gary stated that this idea has come up in the past and that it was left unaddressed due to the $40,000 per year cost of said program.  The board unanimously agreed to put this idea on the back burner for now. 
· Cheryl spoke next about a potential WyCB director. His name is Greg Burrows and he serves on the Montgomery Trust fund Advisory Board and he is low-vision. Cheryl made a motion to have  Greg join the board if he pays the $20 membership fee and then to have him officially voted in during our convention in September to finish out Abby’s vacated seat. Debra made a motion for this decision and Robin made a second. The motion  carried. Cheryl stated the she would call and speak with Greg about the board’s decision. 
· Joint Appropriations Committee:  Cheryl asked those that attended to share their experiences. Gary shared first, stating that he was proud of everyone that testified on WyCB’s part and that he thinks we put WyCB in a very good light. Sharah shared next, stating that she found the experience very interesting and informative. She also shared that hearing the stories of the deaf and hard of hearing community was heart breaking. Cheryl shared that the immense lack of sign language interpreters across the state of Wyoming and the general lack of knowledge about the rights of deaf people causes a large amount of social issue. Cheryl noted that the committee had lots of great questions and wanted to gain information. Cheryl continued by stating that she and Leslie with VOS had a great discussion about how to improve the chances of VOS hiring and retaining the highly educated and skilled professionals needed to properly serve the low-vision and blind community here in Wyoming.  
· Cheryl shared that she and Leslie had a discussion about how DVR needs better knowledge and supports for the low-vision and blind community. Cheryl is researching how to go about getting DVR to be better informed. She plans on reporting back what she finds.
· Cheryl brought to the board’s attention her concerns about an article written and posted by Cowboy State Daily. Tom offered to read the article to the board so that we could assess what steps should be taken, if any. After much discussion, we determined that the article, while being poorly written was not worth the time and effort of creating a letter to the editor.
· Tom sent this article out to the board for reference. 
· WyCV Policies: Sherry sent out all of the current policies that WyCB has to the board.   Cheryl stated that she spoke with Annette and that we can have a login and password to access these policies through the website.  Cheryl asked Tom to read the most recently created policy so that it could be voted on. The policy is titled “ Website Resources  Guidelines”
· Debra moved to accept this policy as read. Sarah seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
· Our next board meeting will be Monday June 8th at 6 pm.            
